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The care Ethics Issues Raised to The Current Covid-19 Pandemic
Covid-19 pandemic began in the year 2019 in China. The pandemic caused great damage to every sector of the economy to both small scale and large scale. The pandemic has been on the run for one year and some months. It is the current threating virus in the world that has claimed lives of over a million people globally. The pandemic came up with new conditions that everyone had to follow to survive, and also live a normal life with the virus. The healthcare industry felt the impact of the virus at an adverse level; the hospital wasn’t used to huge number of patients and deaths that needed a place in the morgue. The sudden huge numbers that was unexpected resulted to a care ethics that doctors and all medical workers needed to uphold to maintain high standards of professionalism. Ethics plays a critical role in helping individuals involved identify the issues in their field and provide solutions and also develop a good working environment for everyone (UNDP, 2021).
There are many ethical issues that present themselves in any organization, but for the case of the covid-19, the ethical issues generally focused on the healthcare and how they were handling the situation. The healthcare is responsible for the privacy and confidentiality of the patients’ information. All the workers had a role of protecting the identities of the patients with the virus to avoid stigma from the society. In the current covid-19 pandemic they were four fundamental principles which include respect for autonomy, beneficence, justice, and the non-maleficence principle. Respect for autonomy calls for the respect of the decisions made by those having the knowledge of what they are doing and the reasons for the decisions made. In healthcare it calls for moral rules and obligations of being honest, respecting the confidentiality of others, maintaining the privacy of others, and obtaining consent with intervention with other patients. 
Beneficence principle works on the basis of benefiting the patients. The main two aspects include the providence of benefits and the balance between the risks and harm. The moral rules that are maintained under this principle include protecting and defending the rights of others, prevention of harm occurrence, removing conditions that will cause harm to others, helping the individuals with disabilities, and rescuing those in danger. The non-maleficence principles holds that harm should not be inflicted to anyone. The rules of the principle include that one should not kill, should not cause pain or suffering, avoiding incapacitation and should not offend others. Justice principle talks of equal distribution of benefits, risks, costs, and the resources (Jahn, 2011).
According to Mohsen et al (2021), the care ethics issues that have been raised to the current Covid-19 pandemic includes the inequity and inequality, healthcare rationing, contact tracing technologies and data privacy, restriction to movement, and Covid-19 research ethics composed on the clinical trials and the vaccine studies.
i. Inequity and inequality
Covid-19 pandemic brought divisions and disunity among many people including neighboring countries who used to work together. The division emerged when the country with many cases of the virus was stopped from importing or exporting goods from and into the country with minimum cases of the virus. There was presence of inequity when it came to deliverance of justice to those who had gone against the Covid-19 stipulated rules. The blacks faced the huge blow when it came to justice and getting their voice heard, they were treated harshly and brought world attention due to the inequity. There was also inequality in deliverance of services to the citizens, some places would receive enough resources and others would receive later something that affected the containment of the coronavirus. There was also segregation in the hospitals where some people were highly considered and others were given less priority either because of their origin or race. The pandemic converted the people against each other as the government had to prioritize its citizens by ensuring they get the medical attendance in the case of the report of the virus, and then take care of the others later (UNDP, 2021)
ii. Healthcare rationing
Healthcare rationing is the condition where the patients are denied the important healthcare services. During this time the patients would go without health benefits. There are many reasons that can result to healthcare rationing especially during the Covid-19 pandemic. The current pandemic has depleted the healthcare resources and many of the hospitals have limited resources to maintain the needs of all the patients. During such times, the healthcare comes up with the rationing technique to save the resources and provide the services to those who are in a critical condition. In some cases, the patients might die because of the healthcare rationing which deny them their healthcare benefit services (Iman, 2017).
iii. Contact tracing technologies and data privacy
The pandemic arrival introduced different types of technologies to help get the information of the persons who had interacted with the person who has tested positive for the virus. The technology focused on getting the people to prevent further spread of the virus to the community but the information given would at times be wrong misleading the contact tracing group. Some people were afraid of the data they give, they were afraid of the confidentiality of the contacts they provide and this affected the contact tracing process since many were not willing to provide the right information as required (Sunquest, 2021).
iv. Restriction to movement
The pandemic brought a new life to the people, a life they have never dream of. People used to walk anytime and anywhere they want but the pandemic brought restriction to movement. The restriction to movement came in all means of movement since the virus was found to be varying and could spread in many forms. The restriction brought a great change in the lives of people and therefore a serious ethical issue in the healthcare and society in general. Those found moving on the restricted time and areas would face the serious arm of the government either by punishment of penalty or being jailed. The condition also affected some people mentally, they could not raise money to feed the families and they were faced with great depression that brought problems in the families. 
v. Covid-19 research ethics
The Covid-19 research ethics composed of the clinical trials and the vaccines studies. During this time there was great need for the vaccine and many countries tried their best to get the vaccine as early as they could to save the world from the pandemic. During the research, politics got into the process of finding the vaccine for the virus, many strong political countries tried their best to ensure they are the first to come up with the first Covid-19 vaccine in the world. The entire nation was looking for the vaccine with a lot of clinical trials to prove the effectiveness of the vaccine. The clinical trials took a long period since once they found the vaccine on testing it would not work as expected and they would try to ensure its effectiveness by conducting more research. The researches that were being conducted affected the economy of country since a lot of resources were being used in the process.

References
Sunquest, Inc. (2021). Disease Surveillance and Outbreak Management System Helps Public Health, Labs and Hospitals Investigate Cases, Trace Contacts and Report Incidents. 
Retrieved from https://www.sunquestinfo.com/ads/worldcare-software3/?creative=431412172927&keyword=%27contact%20tracing%27&matchtype=p&network=g&device=c&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIlJC4xp-G8AIVFeDtCh2tgQmgEAAYAyAAEgIXWPD_BwE
Iman, K., Ali, M.M., & Mehdi, J.S.(2017).Rationing in health systems:A critical review. 
Retrieved from https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5804460/
UNDp.Org. (2021).Coronavirus vs. inequality. 
Retrieved from https://feature.undp.org/coronavirus-vs-inequality/
Jahn, W.T. (2011). The 4 basic ethical principles that apply to forensic activities are respect for autonomy, beneficence, nonmaleficence, and justice. Retrieved from https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4863255/
UNDP.Org. (2021). Covid-19 Pandemic.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Retrieved from   https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/coronavirus.html
Mohsen, S.I., Foroozan, F., & Zahra, I.S.M. (2021). Ethical Issues in Covid-19 Pandemic. 
Retrieved from http://www.jhpr.ir/article_120217.html


